CHAPTER VI

CHARACTERISTICS

RULERS who have gained historic fame by war and
empire, naturally impose heroic and commanding traits
on mankind: rulers who have been great in peace
usually move us by the qualities of a wise and benign
morality. Sir Robert Walpole's position is in this
respect a peculiar one. He was a powerful ruler, who
guided the country through a long and profoundly criti-
cal ordeal; yet his name possesses no heroic associations.
He was a great peace minister, yet his career suggests
neither the attractions of private virtue nor the inspira-
tion of lofty public ideals. It is impossible to make one
of the grand heroic figures of human history out of
nothing more sublime than strong sagacity, penetrating
common-sense, and tenacious public spirit. Both the
nature of Walpole's task and the characteristics of his
time were fatal to the heroic. Qitieta non movere was a
sound and saving maxim for a British minister from the
Peace of Utrecht to the Seven Years' War 5 but it is a
maxim without lustre. Although, however, there is
nothing in such a character as Walpole's to dazzle or to
inspire, he possessed in the highest degree, and displayed
on the widest scale, those qualities of intelligence, prud-g at Windsor the quoon
